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Peace for WhomP 


We are absolutely convinced that the average 
churchman is unaware of the subtle and dan- 
gerous channels into which the Church is be- 
ing Manoeuvered by persons working for ob- 
jectives far removed from what they appear to 
be on the surface. 


One of the newest of these movements is a 
drive for “peace” in the Churches. This origi- 
nated at the World Order Study Conference in 
Cleveland last November, a meeting sponsored 


and financed bv the National Council of 
Churches. 


With the urging of the recognition of Red 
China and her admission to the United Nations 
as a background, this group set up a gigantic 
program for “peace”. It was estimated that in 
manpower alone this would require $35,000,000. 


The sponsoring agency of this movement is 
the N.C.C.C.’s Department of International Af- 
fairs and the program is to come down to every 
major denomination and to be filtered out 
through every agency of the denominations — 
if they will go along. 

“Peace rallies” are 
people’s groups will 


to be organized. Young 


confronted with this 
drive for “peace” and pressures are then to be 
exerted on the government to heed this “grass- 
roots demand for peace”. 


be 


Because no one in the world wants peace 


more than Christians there lurks in this move- 
ment dangers of the greatest import. It can seem 
both un-Christian and reactionary to oppose a 
peace movement. But it can also prove to be 
folly if do not examine those behind the 
movement and the means whereby they hope 
to accomplish “peace”. 


we 


That this movement meets with the fullest 


approval of all left-wing organizations in this 
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country is significant. That it is exactly what 
the Communists have been working for is more 
than significant. That it fits in with the world. 
wide and Communist-inspired “Peace” move- 
ments and meetings should make clear to every 
thinking American, be he Christian or not, that 
we are in the gravest danger. 


It is God’s will that men have peace but it 
is not the kind of “peace” about which Com. 
munism speaks. Peace is not something which 
man wills to have on his own terms. It is a 
blessing from God (to men and to nations) 
when His own holy conditions have been met 


and these conditions center at and flow from 
the Cross of Calvary. 


This is to urge every member of our church, 
particularly those confronted with preparing 
and implementing the programs of our church, 
to examine closely every bit of literature and 
propaganda for “peace” which comes from any 
source. If this propaganda eventually speaks for 
anything which will play into tiie hands of 
world Communism (and it will not do so at 
first), it should be rejected. Unilateral Abolli- 
tion of nuclear tests, limitations of armament, 
discarding of the draft, elimination of loyalty 
oaths, pressures to “get together” with Russia, 
deficit spending, more and more use of the 
Federal government in local affairs; these and 
numerous other pet projects are all a part of 
an astute and deadly conspiracy against the wel- 
fare of our own nation and the ultimate success 
of Russia and her allies. 


That the Church now faces infiltration with 
a spurious and dangerous form of “peace” propa- 
ganda is but evidence of the adroit and insidious 
movement with which the whole world is faced. 


We all want peace, but we want it on God's 
conditions and not on those which will work 


to our ultimate destruction. 


—L. N. B 
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There Is But One Road From 
the Summit—Down! 


In the past there have been four “Summit” 
conferences — Teheran, Yalta, Potsdam and 
Geneva. At each of these, Russia has entered 
into solemn agreements with reference to in- 
ternational responsibilities and for specific ob- 
jectives. 


Russia has broken every promise made at a 
“Summit” conference except the one to enter 
the war against Japan, and this she did after 
\merica had already secured victory and only 
to reap incalculable benefits for herself through- 
out all of the Far East. Let us repeat — at 
these “Summit” conferences Russia has made a 
total of 24 definite commitments and broken 
23 of the 24 


\c Foreign Minister conferences Russia has 
made 15 definite commitments and violated 14 
f the 15. The only one she kept was that hav- 
ing to do with an Austrian treaty. 


When will we learn that we cannot deal with 
criminals on a basis of mutual trust and respect? 
The FBI, the Secret Service and the Justice De- 
partment never invited Al Capone to a con- 
ference where, on terms of mutual respect and 
trust, a compromise with Capone was worked 
out. 


Why permit Berlin to become the occasion 
of international blackmail? Western troops have 
access to Berlin through an agreement with 
Russia. The first suggestion of a violation of 
this agreement should have been met with the 
cold rejoinder that Russia or Communist East 
Germany would interfere with our rights at 
their own peril. 


Actually the entire problem of Germany is 
one of Russia’s own devising. Let her agree to 
free elections in all of Germany and the over- 
whelming majority of Germans will vote to 
unite their country and to rid themselves of 
Communism. This Russia knows. On our part 
this point should be pressed and pressed again. 
Let the Russian leaders be shown up for the 
double-crossers and hypocrites which they are. 


\s it is we have permitted ourselves to get 
into a near panic because of the bluff of Kru- 
shchev. Russia has no idea of precipitating a 
war — she is winning straight down the line 
already. 





Neither the Russian nor the Chinese people 
are criminals. We have love and admiration 
for them and also concern for their welfare. 
But the leaders of Communism are criminals 
and need to be ostracized and treated as such. 
That we have dealt with them on a basis of 
mutual respect and trust for a quarter of a 
century has snowballed to their untold advant- 
age in their determined and unending cam- 
paign to gain control of the world. 


If Americans would but read the avowed 
program of international communism and study 
the steady progress this monstrous evil has made 
and is making in the world they would awake 
from what seems almost to be a hypnotic sleep 
of demoniacal origin. 

Determined to have peace — even the peace 
of compromise with evil — we are marching 
down the road to ultimate national destruction. 
And, instead of taking the lead in preaching na- 
tional righteousness the Church has only too 
often permitted its official agencies, particularly 
the N.C.C.C. to further plans which play directly 
into the hands of our mortal enemy. 

In Romans 1:25 we are told that men have, 
and can again change the truth of God into a 
lie, worshipping the creature more than the 
Creator. Humanism is rampant today. Men 
think they have the answer but they are not 
God’s answers. Men think they can work their 
ways out of personal, group, national and inter- 
national difficulties. But this is a delusion. 


We live in amazing times. But in our sophis- 
tication we need to know that at Calvary there 
was laid a Foundation on which alone men and 
nations can truly stand and build. To the 
Church there is committed the preaching of 
that Foundation as the Way, the Truth and the 
Life. Why, oh why, are so many church ac- 
tivities directed today towards the making com- 
fortable of the prodigal in the Far Country? It 
would seem that we are walking in a dream, un- 
aware of the realities of sin which are encompass- 
ing men and nations. We see and deplore the 
effects of sin but we so often ignore the one 
cure of sin — the atoning blood of Christ shed 
on Calvary. Are we in danger of participating 
in a form of godliness but of denying the power 
thereof? God forbid! 


Our President is a man of great good will. He 
is aman who honestly tries to give God a rightful 
place in his life. Few indeed have been the world 
leaders who have persistently and obviously 
taken the time to attend church at times when 
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the eves of the whole world were focused on 
him and when some particular international 
problem was facing him. 


But Mr. Eisenhower must be confused by 
some of the advice given him and by some of 
the pressures exercised on the government by 
men who say they represent the Church — 38.- 
000,000 million members strong. 

These are days when our nation’s future can 
well stand on the brink of ultimate disaster. This 
is no time for partisan politics or a program of 
expediency in international affairs. The ques- 
tion resolves itself into one of moral and spirit- 
ual stamina, of a willingness to stand for that 
which is right, regardless of the apparent con- 
sequences. 

Certainly there is nothing to justify hope for 
a solution of world problems from either a for- 
eign ministers or “Summit” meetings with Rus- 
sian leaders. To engage in such conferences is 
demeaning. 

It is more — it is folly. 


—L.N. B. 


Degenerate Music 


John Erskine once said: “Music is 
language in which you cannot say a mean or 
sarcastic thing.” He had never heard the pres- 
ent-day radio programs in America. 


the only 


He was spared the insult foisted on Ameri- 
cans today under the name of “music’. It is 
unbelievable that we Americans should continue 
to submit without protest to the degenerate, 
idiotic and utterly unmusical rot which comes for 
hours from the average radio station to which 
one may tune. 


That our young people are subjected to this 
travesty on a great art is utterly evil. Within 
the past few days we saw a fairly well dressed 
woman eagerly gathering food from a garbage 
can in an alley behind a drugstore. Whether 
she was deranged or actually needy we were 
unable to ascertain. But we do know that the 
young people of America are now having their 
esthetic appreciation of good music changed to 
a pathological acceptance of “music’”’ which even 
the jungle would reject. 

We and our young people are the victims of 
men with distorted values; even possibly of a 
carefully laid plan to debauch our culture at its 


roots. 


This we believe: let interested and concerned 
individuals make written or telephoned protests 
to the managers of local radio stations, and if 
necessary, to those firms which advertise during 
the commercial breaks when degenerate music 
is being played and a marked improvement 
might be obtained overnight. 
It is worth trying. 
—L. N. B. 


Will the Church Betray 
the Divorcee? 


The zeal of the Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S., to grapple with the urgent problems of 
the modern home, particularly in the area of 
divorce and remarriage, is to be commended. 


But the question is, by what standard should 
the Church be guided in discharging her respon. 
sibility to those who come to her for guidance 
and blessing regarding divorce and remarriage? 


Some answer by indicating that the Church 
must adjust her standards to the Practices of 
the Ministry, or to the prevailing sociological 
trends of the day. This viewpoint, we are con- 
vinced, is reflected in the proposed Revision of 
the Confession of Faith and the Book of Church 
Order on Marriages and Divorce. 


There are others who emphatically reject this 
approach. We feel that the Confession of Faith 
as it now stands is best adapted to guide the 
Church in the full discharge of her responsibilit 
to our present age. The Confession is not in- 
fallible, but it is true! It is true to Scripture, 
and for this reason is well suited to help us find 
our way in meeting the needs of many perplexed 
and distressed people today. 


Are we wiser than God? Do we love people 
more than He does? Did not the God of Scrip. 
ture manifest His infinite wisdom, power, and 
love for all to see in the Cross of Christ? Surely 
then we dare not substitute, no matter how well- 
intended, our own mere sinful human dictums 
for the plain teaching of God’s Holy Word. 


No, we put the question asked at the begin- 
ning of this article a bit differently. 


What direction has 
regcard to the 


remarriage? 


God given to us with 
proper grounds for divorce and 


The answer is plain when we go to ow 
Bibles with hearts and minds ready to receive 


what God says to us there. 


Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, in the days 
of His flesh, gave us very definite guidance on 
this subject when He said: “Whosoever shall 
put away his wife, except it be for fornication 
and shall marry another, committeth adultery 

(Matt. 10:9); and similarly in Matt. 5:52 
“And I say to that whosoever shall put 
away his wife, saving for the cause of fornication 
causeth her to commit adultery .. .” Thi 
Apostle Paul gives the one additional ground 
for divoree in I Cor. 7:15, and which the Con- 
fession construes as “such willful desertion as 
can in no way be remedied by the Church or Civil 
Magistrate - 


you 


God’s own Word, theretore, gives to us only 
two grounds for divorce — adultery and the de- 
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sertion mentioned above. Scripture explicitly 
teaches,therefore, that in God’s sight the Mar- 
riage Bond cannot be dissolved on any other 
srounds but these. Therefore, remarriage by 
persons divorced on any other grounds involves 
adultery. 

The Proposed Revision of Chapter 26 of the 

Confession of Faith in sections 5 and 6 dealing 
respectively with the subjects of the proper 
erounds for divorce and remarriage says: 
5. “It is the Divine Intention that persons en- 
tering the Marriage Covenant become insep- 
arably united . . . yet only in cases of extreme, 
unrepented of, and irremediable unfaithfulness 
(physical or spiritual) should separation or di- 
vorce be considered . . .” 


§. “The remarriage of divorced persons may 
be sanctioned by the Church in keeping with 
the redemptive Gospel of Christ, when sufficient 
penitence for sin and failure is evident, and a 
firm purpose of and endeavor after Christian 
marriage is manifested.” 

Anyone having eyes may see that section 5 
does not restrict the only lawful grounds for di- 
vorce to the Biblical ones indicated above 
(adultery and “desertion’”), but leaves the mat- 
ter wide open for types of unfaithfulness (physi- 
cal or spiritual) other than that spelled out in 
Scripture. And section six, dealing with the con- 
ditions on which the Church may sanction re- 
marriage, omits entirely any requirements with 
reference to the grounds upon which the divorce 
in any given case had been granted. The Revi- 
sion says that remarriage of divorced persons 
may be sanctioned by the Church regardless of 
the reasons for the divorce. The present state 
of the individual is all important. Our Lord 
says, “No!” The grounds for the divorce in- 
volved are all important, regardless of the present 
state of the individual concerned. Persons who 
remarry but were divorced from their former 
spouses on un-Biblical grounds simply commit 
adultery! It is obviously then of the utmost im- 
portance what the grounds for the divorce in 
each case of remarriage are! 

Ah, what responsibility indeed does the 
Church take upon herself when she presumes 
to teach men otherwise than God does in His 
Word! Our Lord says in Matt. 18: 6-7, “But 
whoso shall cause one of these little ones which 
believe in me to stumble, it were better for 
him that a millstone were hanged about his 
neck, and that he were drowned in the depth of 
the sea. Woe unto the world because of oc- 
casions for stumbling! For it must needs be 
that occasions for stumbling come: but woe unto 
that man by whom the occasion for stumbling 
cometh!” Have we never read in the Fifth 
Chapter of Galatians that they who practice 
adultery shall not inherit the Kingdom of God? 
What then of those who teach men so? 
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Then how in this present crisis can the 
Church keep Faith with our great nation and 
the thousands who will be seeking her instruc- 
tion and blessing in this vital matter of divorce 
and remarriage? Above all, how can she “keep 
faith” with her Lord and Head who bought 
her with His own precious blood and established 
her to be the pillar and ground of His Truth? 


The answer is clear. Although the General 
Assembly has already once approved this Re- 
vision and the Presbyteries have ratified it, yet 
the General Assembly meeting April 23 at At- 
lanta must vote it down, or at least resubmit 
it to the Presbyteries for further consideration. 


We lay this earnest plea upon the heart of 
every Commissioner to the General Assembly. Do 
not yield to the sociological pressures of the 
present evil age! Keep your Ordination Vows 
and uphold the Law of Christ as it is found 
in the words of Holy Scripture. 


What Is Your Bible I.Q.? 


The Bible I. Q. of the average Presbyterian is 
at a low ebb. Many of the present generation 
have been Bible starved simply because the 
Word of God has been banished from schools 
and neglected in homes. At Christmas and on 
birthdays few parents remember to give copies 
of the Scriptures and Sunday School lessons fail 
to entirely fill the void. 





How little do Presbyterians know about the 
Bible? Make this simple test: Ask your pastor 
to read the 10Ist Psalm without identifying it 
and then check members of the congregation and 
see how many recognized it. 

Your friends may make a high score in guess- 
ing the winners in twenty top football games, 
they read sports, society, political or financial 
news, but somehow they never find time to 
attempt a systematic study of Holy Writ. It is 
not because Presbyterians do not wish to read 
and study God’s word. They have not been en- 
couraged to take the proper steps. A Bible- 
study movement will prove popular and profit- 
able for the promotion of the Gospel. 

Leadership is necessary if such a movement 
catches on at the grass roots. As parents return 
to God’s Word it will produce a great blessing, 
the effects will be felt in homes and passed on 
to their children. If you admit your own Bible 
I. Q. is lower than you would like it to be, 
couldn't you recommend a Bible-study class in 
your own church? 

Adults enjoy the fun of going back to “school,” 
and the Bible is the greatest textbook on the face 
of the earth. It has been truthfully said that no 
man is educated, no matter how many degrees 
he has been awarded until he knows something 
about the Book of Books. 

—Ralph Brewer 
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New Zealand Meetings 


The Billy Graham’s team activities shifted 
to New Zealand for two weeks, three members 
of the team holding meetings in separate cities 
with Mr. Graham preaching for the last two 
days each in Auckland, Wellington and Christ 
Church. 


Again the blessings of God have been poured 
out in unprecedented ways. At each meeting 
the attendance ran from 40,000 to 60,000 and 
the sermons were carried by telephone lines 
to churches and public institutions all over New 
Zealand. 


Thirteen prisoners of 120 listening in a 
Christ Church jail professed conversion after 
listening to Mr. Graham preach miles away in 
Wellington. 


In Wellington 40,000, led by the Prime Min- 
ster of New Zealand, braved biting fall winds 
to attend. The day before 60,000 came to the 
final meeting in Auckland. 


The team returned to Australia to open the 
Sydney crusade on Sunday the 12th. 9,000 in- 
dividuals have taken the full counselling course 
in Sydney and this in itself will bring untold 
blessings to the local churches. 





Fruit 


Go out in the orchard about the fall of the 
year and look around. You will learn a lesson 
from nature. 


On some of the trees there is no fruit, and 
those trees stand up straight, their heads held 
high. Some others have a fair sized crop, and 
and they don’t stand up quite so straight nor 
hold their heads quite so high. Another group 
of trees, however, are loaded down with fruit, 
and immediately you notice, 


THE TREES WHICH BEAR THE MOST 
FRUIT BOW DOWN THE LOWEST. 


People are like that. Some accomplish noth- 
ing, but that doesn’t seem to stop them from 
walking around with much pride, their heads 
held high. Some others’ accomplishments are 
average and they aren’t extremely proud nor 
particularly humble. But the person who really 
does things is nearly always quiet and very 
modest. 


And then consider the Christian. The three 
different grades of fruit bearers are right here 
in every church. If you are in doubt about your- 
self in this regard, read the fifteenth chapter of 
john, which is an excellent yardstick. If you 
want to check up on others, then all you need 


PAGE 6 








—— 


. . Whose alumni are serving God and 
man in pulpits throughout the world . . . 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C., 














PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Division ef Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of Synod of N. C 
EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 

OUR YOUTH. 

Summer School 
Preparatory June 8, 1959 
Collegiate June 15, 1959 
Louis C. LAMOTTE, PRESIDENT 
Nerth Carolina 


Chapter, Phi 
Theta Kappa Maxton 





do is remember and apply this axiom: The 
Christian who bears the most fruit for the Lord 
Jesus Christ will invariably bow down the low- 
est in humbleness and self negation. “By their 
fruits ye shall know them.” 

—R. LeC. 





Right To Work— 
Right To Worship 


Freedom To Worship— 
Freedom To Work 


Speaking to the Decatur Rotary Club on April 
3rd, Mr. David M. Molthrop, Secretary of the 
Committee on State Sovereignty, pointed out 
that those who oppose right to work legislation 
ought logically to oppose freedom of worship. 
In the eighteenth century Thomas Jefferson 
and his associates opposed force or compulsion 
in religion. They opposed requiring all people 
to support the state church. Except for this 
stand for the right to free worship, there would 
be no free churches in this country today. 


Every free churchman in the National Coun- 
cil of Churches who sponsors legislation which 
forces a man to join a union where labor bosses 
tell him when to work and how to work in 
order to hold a job, ought to remember that the 
position he is taking on compulsion in labor 
is diametrically opposite the one he himself oc- 
cupies on freedom of worship. Had there not 
been two centuries of freedom in religion in the 
United States the free churchmen of the Na- 
tional Council would not be here with their 
national and state resolutions opposing right to 
work legislation. Mr. Molthrop’s vigorous words 
were a call to church leaders to look to the pit 
from whence they were hewn, and an appeal 
for stout-hearted men to stand for the freedoms 
that make life in America. 

—W. C. R. 
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Can You Change A Leopard’s Spots? 


or 


Can The National Council Be Reformed? 


By Horace H. Hull 
Memphis, Tenn. 


Many fine conservative Christian ministers and 
laymen have advocated remaining in and supporting 
the National Council of Churches with the avowed 
hopes of changing its policies and programs. This 
prompts the question, ‘““Why cannot the N.C.C.C. 
be reformed from within by the vast majority of 
right-thinking elements in the Protestant churches?” 
Is there no way of reversing or at least toning 
down some of the worst materialistic excesses of 
the N.C.C.C.’s present leadership? In brief, is 
the politico-modernist cancer within the National 
Council still in its early stages and hence susceptible 
to therapy and surgery or is the disease beyond any 
hope of saving the patient? 


It is upon the answer to this question that each 
denomination must decide whether to remain within 
the National Council or to withdraw all support. 
Volumes have been written on this highly contro- 
versial question. 


Let us examine the record. 


The best source of enlightenment is unquestion- 
ably the 1955 Report of the National Lay Com- 
mittee of the N.C.C.C., and in this column I 
would like briefly to digest the salient highlights 
of this report of some 316 pages. 


This very important lay committee was set up in 
1951 at the same time that the National Council 
itself came into being. Some 219 distinguished 
laymen and women served on this committee 
during its four years of existence. They came 
from 41 states and the District of Columbia and 
represented seventeen denominations. All were 
active professing Christians in good standing in their 
own churches. 


One was a Cabinet officer, two were members 
of Congress and eight were college presidents. 
Fifteen were bankers, ten were doctors, fifteen were 
lawyers, and fourteen were labor union officials. 
Every stratum of American society was represented. 


The members of this National Lay Committee 
had the distinct impression that the committee 
would become a permanent standing committee of 
the newly formed National Council of Churches of 
Christ. The N.C.C.C. urgently needed $600,000 
for its first year’s operating budget so the Lay 
Committee was asked to raise the money in a few 
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months. It did. Ten members of the National 
Lay Committee were given the titles of “Lay Con- 
sultants” with the right to attend General Board 
meetings without voting rights. It did not take 
the National Lay Committee very long to realize 
that while its money-raising services were highly 
appreciated, criticism or even questions on policy 
were definitely not part of their prerogatives. This 
raises the whole question as to just who does de- 
termine National Council policy on such a wide 
variety of controversial and provocative issues? 
Here again I rely not on the criticism of avowed 
enemies of the National Council but on their own 
records and spoken admissions of top N.C.C.C. 
officials. 


The Second General Assembly of the N.C.C.C. 
was held in Denver, December 9 - 12, 1952. Bishop 
G. Bromley Oxnam, a leading light in the Na- 
tional and Federal Councils for many years, re- 
ported as follows to the Denver Assembly: 


“The lack of any voting representation at 
General Board meetings by some of the 29 
member communions poses a serious problem. 
On an average only 1 of the 29 member 
churches were represented at ten meetings. Not 
more than 22 of the 29 were represented at 
any one meeting and only eleven of the 29 
had voting representatives present at the spe- 
cially called meeting October 31, 1951, when 
the Board took strong action in opposition to 
the appointment of an Ambassador to the 
Vatican.” 


According to Oxnam only two General Board 
members had perfect attendance records; twenty of 
the 125 members had not attended a single meet- 
ing. The average attendance was 53, or less than 
half of the General Board. Even more revealing 
in Bishop Oxnam’s report was the fact that “more 
staff members, consultants, and guests attended 
these ten board meetings than members of the 
General Board, attendance being 53 voters and 58 
non-voters of whom 49, on the average, were staff.” 


So we have the incredible situation that an 
average of fifty-three ecclesiastical bureaucrats rep- 
resenting only sixteen of the twenty-nine affiliated 
denominations issued pronouncements to the world 
in the name of 30,000,000 church members of 
the Protestant faith. If these pronouncements 
had been entirely religious or spiritual in content 
it would have been bad enough but when they were 
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largely secular and on matters far removed from 
the church’s proper province of authority it simply 
borders on the fantastic and incredible. 


The deep and apparently unbridgeable chasm be- 
tween the professional staff of the National Council 
and Protestant laymen in general was again dra- 
matically illustrated in 1953 over a report by the 
Council’s Department of the Church and Economic 
Life. This report entitled “Basic Christian Prin- 
ciples and Assumptions for Economic Life” had 
been unanimously approved by all twenty-five 
members of the Department of the Church and 
Economic Life. It was just as unanimously dis- 
approved by all forty-seven members of the National 
Lay Committee who studied and discussed this 
report at great length at a two-day meeting in 
Hershey, Pa., that same year. 


Many of the lay committeemen felt that the 
report was “socialistic” or even ‘“Communistic”’. 
Mr. John T. Jones of the United Mine Workers 
of America announced that he never would have 
joined the National Lay Committee had he known 
in advance that such a radical statement would 
even be considered by the National Council. 


The New York TIMES for October 31, 1953 
carried a streamer headline “PROTESTANTS 
FIGHT CURBS ON TREATIES — CHARGE 
BRICKER’S PLAN WOULD HAMPER U. S$. 
FOREIGN POLICY.” Again the average reader 
would get the impression that spokesmen for 
“thirty million Protestants” had the full backing of 
a majority of their constituents to place the National 
Council of Churches in opposition to the Bricker 
Amendment. What are the facts? 


The National Lay Committee had protested the 
N.C.C.C.’s opposition to the Bricker Amendment 
because the question was strictly a political matter, 
highly controversial, and devoid of any ethical or 
religious implication whatever which would justify 
a national church council taking sides. The 
General Board sent the anti-Bricker statement back 
to the Department of International Justice and 
Good Will which had prepared it. This was June 
of 1954. 


Four months later the General Board called a 
study conference at Cleveland on the Churches 
and World Order. This conference “overwhelm- 
ingly voiced its oppostion to the controversial 
Bricker Amendment” according to the New York 
TIMES for October 31. The same conference 
passed another resolution denouncing the Mc- 
Carran-Walter Immigration Act where once again 
it was hard to understand any ethical or religious 
implication. Certainly the N.C.C.C. had no man- 
date from any of its affiliated denominations nor 
from any churches on immigration laws. 


The National Lay Committee received a great 
many letters from its members commenting on what 
they deemed to be deviations from religious matters 
by the National Council. They commented: 
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“Greater concentration and attention than 
ever is being given to economic and political 
questions. I thought this was a religious or- 
ganization. 


“The majority of the General Board decisions 
are made without proper consideration and 
far too little research. 


“Questions that Congress must take months 
to decide are disposed of in the General Board 
inside a half hour. 


“No referendum is expected of these political 
questions; no procedure for referring questions 
to constituency is provided; what has become 
of the democratic process ?” 


The answer, of course, to the last question is 
that the National Council frankly makes little 
pretense of ever following anything even remotely 
resembling the democratic process. And by 1954 
it had become plain to most members of the Na- 
tional Lay Committee that all their protest and 
efforts to dissuade the National Council from its 
high-handed and undemocratic methods of operat- 
ing were to no avail. 

The Lay Committee’s life expired in June of 
1955. The ruling clique of the N.C.C.C. suggested 
that the men of the National Lay Committee 
might care to continue their work through the 
United Church Men while the women merged 
their future efforts with that of the United Church 
Women. This was naturally rejected by the Na- 
tional Lay Committee which asked that the com- 
mittee’s status be indefinitely continued. The Gen- 
eral Board refused to do this and the last effort 
of laymen to influence the policies of the ruling 
hierarchy of the National Council, even if only 
to a very limited extent, came to an end. 


THE MONEY WHICH YOU CONTRIB- 
UTE TO THE CHURCH HELPS SUPPORT 
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES IN ITS COLLECTIVIST, ONE 
WORLD, PRO-COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES, 
IF THAT IS WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE 
AND WANT, YOU ARE CERTAINLY 
GETTING YOUR MONEY’S WORTH. IF 
NOT, WHAT ARE YOU AND YOUR 
CHURCH GOING TO DO ABOUT IT? 
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The proposed revision of the Form of Govern- 
ment, generally speaking, represents quite an im- 
provement over our present Book. Most of the 
changes are commendable — its new numbering 
system, rewordings, and other clarifications. 
There is one change, however, that definitely 
does not represent an improvement. As startling 
as that change is, it appears that few persons 
have noticed it. That change is an omission. 
(Even a list of changes available from the Office 
of the Stated Clerk overlooks this strange omis- 
sion.) One is quite surprised with the disap- 
pearance of Paragraph 30 of our present Book 
of Church Order. 


This paragraph should be retained. Paragraph 
80 should take its place at the head of Chapter 
9, as Paragraph 8-1, in any revision of our 
Standards. If it is too late to retain it in our 
Form of Government, then it should be restored 
as quickly as possible. The paragraph reads: 


“Under the New Testament, our Lord at first 
collected his people out of different nations, 
and united them to the household of faith by 
the mission of extraordinary officers, endued 
with miraculous gifts which have long since 
ceased.” 


There are several reasons why this paragraph 
should not be eliminated. It represents the 
historic and catholic Presbyterian position on 
the officers of the Church. It ties our form of 
government to its Scriptural origin. It is sup- 
ported by our theology. It opposes false notions 
on the nature of the officers of the Church. And 
its omission may be involved in an illegality. 


(1). The paragraph should be retained be- 
cause IT REPRESENTS THE HISTORIC 
POSITION OF THE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH. 


This paragraph, or its equivalent, is found in 
the most respected of the historic statements 
of the Presbyterian form of government. In 
this form it was adopted by the first American 
Synod in 1788: 


“Our blessed Lord at first collected his Church 
out of different nations, and formed it into one 
body, by the mission of men endued with mi- 
raculous gifts, which have long since ceased.”’ 


This American statement was based upon the 
form of government drawn up by the West- 
minster Assembly of Divines which also framed 
our Confession of Faith and Catechism. It was 
approved by the Church of Scotland in 1645 as: 
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“The officers which Christ hath appointed 
for the edification of his Church and the perfect- 
ing of the saints, are, some extraordinary, as 
apostles, evangelists, and prophets, which are 
ceased. Others ordinary and perpetual, as pas- 
tors, teachers, and other Church governors and 
deacons.” (Cf. Minutes of the Sessions of the 
Westminster Assembly of Divines, April 23, 
1646.) 


The roots of this conception of the nature 
of the Church officers go back even before the 
Westminster Assembly. They go back at least 
as early as 1578, to the Second Book of Dis- 
cipline of the Scottish Church: 


“In the New Testament, and time of the 
Evangel, he has used the ministry of the apostles, 
evangelists, pastors and doctors in the admin- 
istration of the word . . . Some of their ecclesi- 
astical functions are ordinary, and some extra- 
ordinary or temporary. There be three extra- 
ordinary functions, the office of the apostle, of 
the evangelist, and of the prophet, which are 
not perpetual, and now have ceased in the kirk 
of God, except when it pleased God extraordi- 
narily for a time to stir some of them up again. 
There are four ordinary functions or offices in 
the kirk of God, the office of the pastor, minister 
or bishop; the doctor; the presbyter or elder; 
and the deacon. Their offices are ordinary, and 
ought to continue perpetually in the kirk, as 
necessary for the government and policy of the 
same, and no more offices ought to be received 
or suffered in the true kirk of God, established 
according to his word” (Paragraph 7-11, spelling 
modernized) . 


The United Presbyterians had a statement to 
the same effect: 


(2). Paragraph 30 should be retained be- 
cause IT IS THE CATHOLIC PRESBY- 
TERIAN UNDERSTANDING OF THE NA- 
TURE OF THE OFFICERS IN THE NEW 
TESTAMENT CHURCH. 


If we eliminate Paragraph 30 from our Book, 
we shall be the first great Presbyterian Church 
in the country to do so. Even the Northern 
Presbyterian Church retained this paragraph 
substantially the same as it was first adopted in 
1788. (See Form of Government in The Con- 
stitution of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S. 
A., Philadelphia, 1950; Ch. ITI, Sect. 1.) 

“Among the various classes of office-bearers 
mentioned in the New Testament some were ex- 
traordinary and have no successors. These were 
such as the peculiar needs of the apostolic age 
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required — apostles, prophets, and others. Each 
of these possessed his own supernatural gift, 
and each had an official calling in correspon- 
dence with that gift. When these distinguishing 
gifts were withdrawn, the officers ceased” (Par. 
25 of Confessional Statement of the U. P. 
Church, Pittsburg, 1926). 


The Cumberland Presbyterians and the Ortho- 
dox Presbyterians have words to the same effect 
in their respective Standards (Form of Govern- 
ment of the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, 
1829; Chapter 2; and The Standards of Govern- 
ment, Discipline, and Worship of the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia, 1941, Ch. 
III, Sect. 1). It is interesting to note that had 
we entered into union with the Northern Pres- 
byterians according to the Plan of Reunion of 
1949, we should have retained the paragraph as 
it has been held in that Church since 1788. Yet 
for some reason it has been eliminated without 
explanation from our proposed Revision. 


(3). Paragraph 30 should be retained as IT 
IS AN ATTEMPT TO SHOW THE SCRIP- 
TURAL ORIGIN OF OUR PRESBYTERIAN 
FORM OF GOVERNMENT. 


It is obvious that the New Testament Church 
had not only the pastors, elders, and deacons 
we recognize as the ordinary ministry in our 
Church, but also extraordinary officers such as 
apostles and prophets. The retention of Par. 30 
provides our explanation of the discontinuance 
of the extraordinary offices. As long, therefore, 
as we have Par. 30, we make the valid distinction 
between the two kinds of officers and still keep 
our tie to the Word of God. 


(4). It should be retained because IT IS 
GROUNDED IN OUR THEOLOGY. 


It would be easy to document this point with 
a score of quotations. A few, however, with 
several references, will be sufficient. The Pres- 
byterian theologians of Scotland make the dis- 
tinctions which Par. 30 does. An example is 
Thomas Witherow: 


“Under the head of Temporary Agencies we 
include not only apostles, prophets, and evange- 
lists, but the various gifts or charisms with 
which so many of the first Christians were en- 
dowed. The presence of these men, and the su- 
pernatural gifts of which they were possessed 
in such variety and abundance, constitute the 
distinctive characteristic of the Church in the 
new Testament age” (The Form of the Chris- 
tian Temple, Edinburgh, 1889; p. 13. See also 
D. Douglas Bannerman, The Scripture doctrine 
of the Church, Edinburgh, 1887; p. 254; and 
John Macpherson, Presbyterianism, Edinburgh; 
pp. 33, 34). 


Americans, in the undivided Presbyterian 
Church and in both branches after the division, 
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taught the same doctrine regarding the church 
offices. Charles Hodge is typical: 


“Apart from those sanctifying influences com- 
mon to all the children of God, by which they 
are incorporated into the body of Christ, he 
made some apostles, some prophets, some evange- 
lists, some pastors and teachers. Some had the 
gift of speaking with tongues, others the gift 
of healing, others the gift of miracles, others of 
government, others of helpers. Of these offices 
thus created, some were extraordinary and tem- 
porary, others permanent It requires no 
proof that these gifts are no longer possessed 
by any order of men in the Church, and there- 
fore it requires no further proof that the apos- 
tolic and prophetic offices are no longer extant” 
(The Church and Its Polity, London, 1879; pp. 
123, 124. See also: Samuel Miller, Presbyterian- 
ism the Truly Primitive and Apostolical Con- 
stitution of the Church of Christ, Philadelphia, 
1835; p. 47. Thomas Smyth, Presbytery and Not 
Prelacy the Scriptural and Primitive Polity, 
Glasgow, 1844; pp. 11-13. J]. A. Alexander, Es- 
says on the Primitive Church Offices, New York, 
1851; p. 101. Albert Barnes, The Apostolic 
Church, Philadelphia, 1855; pp. 190-198. Stuart 
Robinson, The Church of God, Philadelphia, 
1858; p. 95. J. A. Hodge, What Is Presby- 
terran Law? Philadelphia, 1884; pp. 42, 43. Alex- 
ander T. McGill, Church Government, Phila- 
delphia, 1888; pp. 144, 222, 223. Park Miller 
Hays, Why I Am a Presbyterian, New York; 
1956; p. 76). 


Southern Presbyterians, too, have been very 
vocal to maintain the testimony which is con- 
tained in Par. 30. J]. H. Thornwell wrote: “Mi- 
raculous gifts are indispensable to the Prophets 
and Apostles, and, they having ceased, Prophets 
and Apostles have ceased with them.” And, 
“Have the Apostles any successors in their of- 
fice? This question must be answered in the 
negative ”" (Collected Writings, Vol. IV, 
Richmond, 1889, pp. 562). 


R. L. Dabney wrote: “There can be no apos- 
tolic succession, because there could not be an 
Apostle in the earth, since the death of John.” 
He also taught that the genuine miracles and 
special gifts of the apostolic age had ceased 
(Syllabus and Notes of the Course of Systematic 
and Polemic Theology Taught in Union The 
ological Seminary, Virginia, 1885; pp. 753-757) . 
T. E. Peck, also of Union Seminary, taught: 
“Officers in the apostolic church were of two 
kinds, extraordinary and ordinary . . . The ex- 
traordinary are defined to be temporary” (Notes 
on Ecclesiology, Richmond, 1892; p. 171). Com- 
menting on Par. 30, F. P. Ramsay wrote: “And 
since the miraculous gifts have ceased, all classes 
of officers having functions that require mi- 
raculous gifts have also ceased” (Exposition of 
the Form of Government and the Rules of Dis 
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cipline of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, Richmond, 1898; p. 44). 


(5). PARAGRAPH 30 IS NECESSARY TO 
SET OUT OUR UNDERSTANDING OF THE 
SCRIPTURAL OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH 
IN OPPOSITION TO CURRENT FALSE 
VIEWS. 

The Presbyterian view on apostolic succession 
differs with the doctrines of the Roman Cath- 
olics and Episcopalians. There are also always 
individuals and cults that claim to restore the 
apostolic office in themselves, by their “speaking 
in tongues” and extravagant faith-healing claims. 
Par. 30 would continue to declare our position 
on these controversial matters, if it is not reject- 
ed from our Standards. 


(6). Finally, IT IS QUESTIONABLE 
WHETHER PAR. 30 CAN BE LEGITIMATE- 
LY ELIMINATED FROM OUR FORM OF 
GOVERNMENT WITHOUT ALLOWING 
THE PRESBYTERIES TO VOTE ON ITS 
OMISSION. 


Our present Book of Church Order (Par. 166) 
requires that amendments may be made only 
by the advice and consent of a majority of the 
Presbyteries. It is clear that Par. 30, by virtue 
of its omission from the Revision, has not been 
submitted to the Presbyteries for their approval 


Withdrawal the 


of its elimination. The attention of the Church 
was not even drawn to the absence of this para- 
graph. 


The manner in which the Revision was sub- 
mitted for vote to the Presbyteries has made it 
impossible to consent to, or vote against, the 
omission of Par. 30, for the Presbyteries were 
directed to vote their approval or disapproval 
of only those paragraphs that did reappear in 
the Revision. The mysterious absence of Par. 
30 from the proposed Revision may have made 
it constitutionally impossible to eliminate it 
from our Book of Church Order. If it was left 
out by mistake, or if it was eliminated on pur- 
pose, should not the Presbyteries have an op- 
portunity to vote on this important omission? 


We are not asking for a new amendment. We 
simply want to retain the definition that, in 
one form or another, has been in our state- 
ments of Church polity since 1578. Adequate 
reason should be given why the distinction in 
Par. 30 is no longer valid or why it does not 
have a right in our Form of Government. But 
if it is finally established that the paragraph 
will not be retained in the new Book, then 
measures should be taken at once to restore it 
to its rightful place in the Book by overtures 
to the General Assembly. 


Only Recourse 


By Vernon W. Patterson 


The planning and directing of the Cleveland, 
O., Conference, Nov. 18-21, 1958, which issued 

s “Message to the Churches.” advocating rec- 
ognition of Red China together with a list of 
other pro-communistic proposals, showed clear- 
ly that the actual control of the National Coun- 
cil resides neither in the churches nor in its 
own General Assembly or General Board. A 
group of radical socialists and pacifists, work- 
ing behind the scenes, are the real directors of 
the policies and practices of the Council. 


The utter futility of attempting to change 
the principles and programs of these leaders has 
been demonstrated by the history of the Na- 
tional Lay Committee. 


This committee came into being as the Lay 
Advisory Committee along with the organiza- 
tion of the National Council in 1950 on the rec- 
ommendation of the Planning Committee for 





*References are to THE CHAIRMAN’S FI- 
NAL REPORT TO THE NATIONAL LAY 
COMMITTEE. 
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the purpose of “projecting lay leadership into 
the work” (pp. 1, 6*). Its membership was di- 
vided into two committees, the men being at- 
tached to the General Department of United 
Church Men and the women to that of the 
United Church Women, until Dec. 10, 1952, 
when the two were united to form the National 
Lay Committee as a standing committee of the 
General Board. Beginning with 86 members in 
1950, the combined committee was increased to 
165 to 190 active members. “At one time or an- 
other, a total of 219 distinguished laymen and 
laywomen” served on the Committee, “all of 
whom had been approved for membership by 
their respective denominations” (pp. 7, 295). 
The chairman of the committee from the begin- 
ning was |. Howard Pew, former President of 
the Sun Oil Co. 


Its membership included the following: 8 
college presidents, 3 college deans, 1 college 
registrar, 5 college professors, 1 state superinten- 
dent of public instruction and 2 high school 
principles. 8 members had been in agriculture, 
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15 in banking, 8 in communications and public 
relations, 14 in community activities, 4 in home 
economics, 4 in personnel, | in hospital admin- 
istration, 8 in editing and publishing, 2 in re- 
taining, 2 in transportation and 3 were execu- 
tives in trade and professional associations. 14 
were executives in labor unions. In industry, 
there were 8 members in food processing, 29 in 
manufacturing and 7 in the fields of oil, coal 
and lumber. Members of the professions includ- 
ed 1 accountant, | architect, 5 judges, 15 law- 
yers, 10 doctors and 1 insurance executive. In 
the science-technical field, there were 2 chemists, 
4 engineers and 3 in service industries. In gov- 
ernment service, there were two members of the 
U. S. House Representatives, 1 U. S. Cabinet 
member, 1 Presidential aide and | federal ad- 
ministrator, 1 state legislator, 1 municipal of- 
ficer and 4 in state administration. Finally, there 
were 19 members directly representing the 
Council’s General Department of United Church 
Women. (p. 8). 


“We are proud to welcome you,” wrote Dr. 


Luther A. Weigle (p. 10). 


At the Committee’s meeting at Princeton, Apr. 
5, 6, 1952, Dr. John A. Mackay said, “. . . The 
movement represented by this gathering is with- 
out doubt the most significant and the most 
potentially creative movement which has 
emerged in the recent history of the Christian 
Church.” 


Strong endorsement of the Committee was al- 
so given by Dr. Henry Knox Sherrill, Dr. Samuel 
McCrea Cavert and Dr. Roy G. Ross. 


The members of this Committee were in no 
sense critics or opponents of the Council. On 
the contrary, they accepted their responsibilities 
on the Committee with dedicated enthusiasm 
and devoted zeal. At the conclusion of the 
Princeton meeting, the Chairman said, “The Na- 
tional Lay Committee represents one of the 
most outstanding groups of laymen and lay- 
women ever brought together in Christian fel- 
lowship, and it is evident on all sides that much 
is expected of us. I can conceive of no greater 
challenge. With God’s help, I believe that we 
can measure up to our responsibilities”. (p. 24). 


The first task assigned to them was to raise 
in six months $600,000 to balance the budget 
for the initial year 1950. This they heartily pro- 
ceeded to do. 

However, conflicting convictions and views 
soon began to manifest themselves. The Chair- 
man summarized the situation as follows: 


“Many of the members of the Lay Committee 
had agreed to serve because they hoped and be- 
lieved that the new National Council would 
avoid the political involvements and contro- 
versies which had characterized the activities of 
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the former Federal Council . The Federal 
Council had been the object of protest 
from many lay sources for more than forty years 
for its issuance of pronouncements which elevat- 
ed the State to a position in which it would in 
creasingly control the production and lives of 
its citizens 


“When, in the opinion of many of the mem- 
bers of the Lay Committee, it developed later 
that the National Council’s policy in this area 
was to be substantially that of the old Federal 
Council, this became a major issue of disagrec- 
ment with the General Board — one which dis- 
sipated time and energies which members of the 
Lay Committee had confidently anticipated 
would be devoted to spiritual purposes. Further, 
it was contended that the National Council had 
received no mandate to speak for the many 
and to the many on subjects in which it was 
difficult to see ethical or religious content” (pp. 
13-15). 


This disagreement finally reached a crisis over 
“a proposed statement entitled, Basic Christian 
Principles and Assumptions for Economic Life 
prepared by the Department of Church and 
Economic Life,” which it had approved unani- 
mously. 


The National Lay Committee considered this 
in their meeting at Hershey, Apr. 24, 1953, and 
the Chairman reported: 


“Almost every member of the Committee spoke 
against this statement. It was frequently labeled 
a ‘Socialistic Statement’ and almost as frequently 
‘Communistic’ . . . The members present were 
unanimously opposed to the issuance of the 
statement ” p. 32). 


Nevertheless, the statement, somewhat amend- 
ed, was adopted by the General Board, Sept. 
16, 1954. 


A second conflict developed over the Council's 
opposition to the controversial Bricker Amend 
ment. In concluding a strong and scholarly de- 
fense of the Bricker Amendment at the meeting 
of the General Board in Chicago, May 20, 1953, 
Mr. Pew expressed the position on all such mat- 
ters held by the National Lay Committee as 
follows: “I am sure that you will now suspect 
that I am very much in favor of amending the 
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powers of the President and the Senate. But, 
if I knew this Board were prepared to endorse 
the Amendment, I would still urge that you 
take no action; for it is surely beneath the dig- 
nity of this great organization to stoop to the 
level of politics. Christ journeyed throughout 
the length and breadth of the Holy Land teach- 
ing and preaching the Gospel, but He never 
once called upon Caesar for help.” 


The Lay Committee was further aroused, when 
the General Board, March 17, 1954, “voted to 
send immediately to the press a highly contro- 
versial statement on Congressional investigating 
committee procedures which was later present- 
ed to the U. S. Senate Committee on Rules and 
Administration in Washington” (p. 40). 
This statement urged curbing the authority of 
the Congressional Committee, and among othe 
things protested “the forcing of citizens, under 
pretext of investigation of subversive activities, 


to testify concerning their personal economic and 
political beliefs.” 


Attempts were made to reach a mutually satis- 
factory agreement, but the leaders of the Coun- 
cil were unyielding in their position. Proposals 
were made to absorb the Lay Committee in the 
various agencies of the Council, but the effect 
of these proposals would have been to destroy 
the Committee as an effective entity. 


Finally, the General Board of the Council dis- 
solved the National Lay Committee on June 
30, 1955. 


If such a distinguished Committee failed even 
to soften or modify the socialistic and political 
policies of the Council, what hope would any 
denomination have of doing so with far smaller 
and less prominent representation? 


THE ONLY RESOURCE IS TO WITH- 
DRAW FROM THE COUNCIL. 














LESSON FOR MAY 3 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


David, King of Israel 


Background Scripture: II Samuel 5; 6; 8 
Devotional Reading: II Samuel 7:18-25 


David had been anointed king when just a lad. He had to learn a lot before he could be the sort of 
leader Israel needed. He went to two schools. The first was the school of Prosperity and Popularity; 


the second was the school of Adversity and Hardship. 


Having graduated from these two schools he be- 


came, I feel, the greatest and best of Israel’s kings in spite of his terrible sins. Christ is called the Son 


of David and the Israelites revered him and 


At first all went well with him. He was taken 
into Saul’s court and the king loved him and 
made him an officer in his army and a favored 
man at court. He played before Saul and the 
evil spirit left Saul. He became very popular 
and the women sung his praises. Jonathan 
fell in love with him and made a covenant with 
him. It looked for a time as if all would be 
smooth sailing and that he would just marry 
into the king’s family and be accepted as the 
anointed heir to the throne. In all respects he 
behaved himself wisely. He did marry Michal, 
Saul’s daughter but the marriage proved an un- 
happy one. His slaying of Goliath and his 
prowess as a soldier made him almost an idol 
with the people. 


But suddenly his fortunes changed and he be 
gan to have trials and hardships, and for many 
years attended the school of adversity. Saul, 
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loved him. 





hearing the women singing his praises and say- 
ing, Saul has slain his thousands but David 
his tens of thousands, became insanely jealous 
of his son-in-law, tried to kill him with a javelin 
as he played before him. David had to flee for 
his life and Saul hunted him like a wild beast. 
David spares the king’s life twice and Saul 
seems repentant for the time being, but soon 
began his pursuit of David again. David has 
to make his home in the wilderness and in caves. 
He became the leader of a band of outlaws 
very similar to the famed English outlaw, Robin 
Hood. He became an exile in the land of 
Moab and was with the Philistines when they 
went against Saul and would have been placed 
in a most embarrassing position if the lords of 
the Philistines had not insisted on Achish leav- 
ing David behind. So David went back to the 
land of the Philistines and was not with them 
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when the battle against Saul took place. We 
can easily imagine his relief as Achish dismisses 
him as requested by his lords. 


This battle resulted in the death of Saul 
and Jonathan. David wrote his eulogy of praise 
and mourned for them. David enquired of the 
Lord and was directed to go up to Hebron, one 
of the cities of Judah. And the men of Judah 
came, and there they anointed him king over 
the house of Judah. And there was long war 
between the house of Saul and the house of 
David; but David waxed stronger and stronger 
and the house of Saul waxed weaker and weaker. 
Finally Abner, the chief of Saul’s army, met 
with David, “And Abner said unto David, I 
will arise and go, and will gather all Israel unto 
my lord the king, that they may make a league 
with thee, and that thou mayest reign over all 
that thy heart desireth”. Abner is treacherously 
slain by Joab, David’s chief man. David mourns 
for Abner and makes it plain that he had no 
part in this murder. In every respect David 
acted wisely. And all the people took notice 
of it and it pleased them: as whatsoever the 
king did pleased all the people. David shows 
real tact and statesmanship in thus drawing 
together the Southern and Northern tribes into 
one nation and the way is prepared for his 
being crowned king of all Israel. He had reigned 
over Judah in Hebron seven years and six 
months, and he reigned in Jerusalem over all 
Israel thirty and three years thus completing 
a reign all told of forty years. 


Our Devotional Reading from chapter seven 
is David’s response to Nathan’s message con- 
cerning the building of a house for the ark of 
God. At first Nathan said to him, Go and do 
all that is in thine heart; for the Lord is with 
thee. But that night the Lord spoke to him 


and told him to tell David that he was not to 
build the house but that his son should build 
the house. Then God went on to say that He 
would build David a house, and thine house 
and thy kingdom shall be established for ever 
before thee: thy throne shall be established for 
ever. Part of this promise was fulfilled by Sol- 
omon who built the temple and part is fulfilled 
in Christ, the Son of David, whose kingdom is 
an everlasting one. David submitted to God's 
plan and poured out his heart in the form of a 
beautiful prayer. 


I. David King of All Israel: Chapter 5 


With the death of Abner Saul’s followers 
soon gave up. Then all the tribes of Israel 
came to David in Hebron and he made a league 
with them and David was anointed king over 
all Israel and the land was united again. He 
immediately took steps to strengthen the king- 
dom. 


One of the first things he did was to capture 
Jerusalem from the Jebusites who had held this 
stronghold and thought themselves secure from 
any attack. So David dwelt in the fort, and 
called it the city of David. And David went 
on, and grew great, and the Lord God of Hosts 
was with him. 


Hiram King of Tyre sends messengers to 
David and cedar trees and carpenters and ma- 
sons: and they built David a house. Thus be- 
gins that friendship with the King of Tyre 
which meant so much later when Solomon built 
the Temple. And David perceived that the 
Lord had established him King over Israel, and 
that he had exalted his kingdom for his people 
Israel’s sake. 


Now comes a sad note. God had said that 
the king should not multiply wives but David 
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took more wives and concubines, further com- 
plicating his home life. One of David’s greatest 
failures was in his home, as we have seen and 
will see later in his life. 


When the Philistines knew that David had 
been anointed king they came to fight against 
him. David enquired of the Lord and God said 
He would deliver them into his hand. He was 
victorious, and there at Baal-perazim they left 
their images and David and his men burned 
them. They came up again and David following 
the directions of the Lord again defeated them. 
David, as a soldier, always enquired of the Lord 
and obeyed instructions: And David did so, 
as the Lord commanded him. This explains his 
success as a warrior. 


II. Bringing the Ark to Jerusalem: Chapter 6 


This whole chapter teaches us that we must 
have a holy reverence for God and the im- 
portance of doing everything in connection with 
His worship in the way He directs. God had 
ordered that the ark be borne by the priests. 
Instead of doing this, David set the ark of God 
upon a new cart to which were oxen. The ark 
had been sent home by the Philistines on a new 
cart, but the Philistines did not know the law 
of God concerning the handling of holy things. 
Remember the ark was the most holy of all 
the furniture of the tabernacle, symbolizing the 
very presence of God. It seems but a small 
thing to substitute a new cart for the shoulders 
of priests, but I feel that this was the first 
mistake. If we turn to I Chronicles 15:13 we 
read, “For because ye did it not at the first, the 
Lord our God made a breach upon us, for that 
we sought him not after the due order”. I like 
this expression concerning Moses which is re- 
peated so often. “As the Lord commanded 
Moses”. David found out his mistake and recti- 
fied it the second time he tried. Then David 
said, None ought to carry the ark of God but 
the Levites; for them hath the Lord chosen to 
carry the ark of God, and to minister unto 
him forever. The second mistake was made 
by Uzzah who put forth his hand and took 
hold of it when the oxen stumbled and shook 
the ark. The Lord smote him there for his 
error, David became displeased and fearful and 
carried the ark aside to the house of Obed-Edom. 
Learning that the Lord blessed the house of 
Obed-Edom David made a second trial and with 
great rejoicing brought the ark of the Lord and 
set it in its place. 


The double lesson is very plain: First, be 
sure we worship God in a way acceptable to 
him. In our eagerness to do things in new and 
better ways let us not change God’s way of do- 
ing things. New carts drawn by oxen may seem 
to be an improvement over men’s shoulders and 
hands but our “new carts” may be displeasing 
to Him. I wonder if some of our “new ways” 
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The Christ 

of the 

Earliest Christians 
WILLIAM M. RAMSAY. Did the first 


Christians regard Jesus as primarily 
human, or did they from the beginning 
insist on His divine nature? Studying 
the sermons of Peter, Stephen, and Paul 
in Acts, Dr. Ramsay finds that Jesus 
was indeed regarded as the Very Son of 
God. Helpful to teachers and students 
in the study of Acts, which begins in 
October. $3.00 


God 
in the 
Eternal Present 


CARL G. HOWIE. God does not belong 
only to the dim past or the distant 
future, says Carl Howie. God is active 
right now in each of our lives. In the 
light of His eternal presence, Dr. Howie 
discusses such questions as: What is God 
like? Is what the Church proclaims 
pertinent? How can we escape from 
anxiety, frustration, and guilt? $2.25 
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are not as displeasing as the “new carts” of 
David? At least David found out that the old 
way was better because it was the order that God 
had instituted. Second, we cannot be too rev 
erent in our approach to God. For instance, 
do all our people at least bow their heads when 
prayer is being offered, but do not some assume 
an attitude of indifference? Be careful how we 
touch the things of God. Even the angels veil 
their faces as they cry Holy, Holy, Holy, is the 
Lord of Hosts, the whole earth is full of His 
glory. Uzzah did not realize that he was in the 
very presence of God. Let our worship be al 
ways with utmost reverence. In the house of 
God we are in a holy place and near the ark 
was holy ground. 


II. David Subdues His Foes and Strengthens 
the Kingdom: Chapter 8 
rhis chapter tells of further victories of David 
and his expansion of his kingdom, and also 
gives a list of some of his leaders. David wisely 
gathered around him many “men of might” 
who helped to make the nation strong. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 3 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


How To Pray 


Scripture: Luke 11:1-13 

Suggested Hymns: 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 
“Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak” 
“Tl Need Thee Every Hour” 


(We are suggesting some verses about prayer 
which you may use in a Bible Drill. Be sure to 
remind those who read the verses to read them 
clearly, slowly, and thoughtfully. Rev. 8:3-4, I 
Chron. 16:11, Psa. 27:8, Matt. 7:7-8, Isa. 55:6, 
Luke 18:1, Rom. 8:26, II Chron. 7:14, Rev. 5:8, 
I Tim. 2:8 Psa. 145:18, I Cor. 14:15, Eph. 6:18, 
Jude 20, Col. 4:2, Jas. 5:16, Prov. 15:8. Phil 4:6, 
Heb. 4:16, and I Thess. 5:17-18.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

Prayer is certainly one of the most important 
phases of our spiritual life, and it can easily be 
one of the most neglected. Prayer is our means 
of communication with God. When we want to 
approach God we do not have to secure a priest 
to offer a bloody sacrifice for us. We can come 
directly to God as we make our prayers in the 
name of the Lord Jesus Christ. We have this 
privilege because Christ offered Himself as a sacri- 
fice to God for us, and that sacrifice is good for 
all believers for all time. (Read Hebrews 7:26-27 
and 4:14-16.) 


When we pray we are doing a priestly work 
through the grace of God. It seems a shame that 
we are so prone to neglect so great a privilege 
which was provided for us at so great a cost to 
God. The Lord surely wants us to pray. It is 
one of the ways we have of giving Him the praise 
that is due Him. In this program we shall be 
considering some of the ways to more effective 
prayer. 


First Speaker: 

When we pray we should do it thoughtfully, 
making the very best use of our intelligence. The 
mere repetition of pious sounding words is not 
prayer. Jesus said, “But when ye pray, use not 
vain repetitions as the heathen do: do they think 
that they shall be heard for their much speaking.” 
Matt. 6:7. Paul said, “I will pray with the spirit, 
and I will pray with the understanding also.” | 
Cor. 14:15. God is the most important person to 
whom we will ever speak. Surely the words we 
speak to Him should be backed up by the clearest 
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and deepest thinking we are capable of doing. If 
it should be our experience to meet the President 
of the the United States, we would be ashamed to 
address him with thoughtlessly childish chatter. 
We would naturally want to be at our intellectual 
best, if we were conversing with him, but it is 
our privilege to converse with One who is far 
greater than the President at any time. Should 
we not give much more thought to our conversa 
tions with God? 


Second Speaker: 

Most of us should pray with much greater regu 
larity and frequency than we do. In I Thess. 5:17 
Paul tells his readers to “Pray without ceasing.” 
Of course, he did not mean that they should be 
forever saying spoken, formal prayers to God. That 
sort of thing would become a matter of meaningless 
habit, just as Jesus said when He spoke of “vain 
repetitions’. What Paul meant was that we should 
always be in contact, in touch with God. We ought 
to have certain set times for prayer every day, and 
we should never let anything interfere with those 
times. We shall never learn to pray regularly 
unless we practice regular times of prayer. We 
should also establish the habit of speaking to the 
Lord quietly and briefly many times during the 
day. There are so many times when we can ask 
His guidance and help for problems and decisions 
that come during each day. There are other times 
when we should ask His blessings on friends and 
loved ones who have particular needs. Most of all, 
we should thank Him all during the day for His 
many blessings. We cannot actually count our 
blessings “one by one”, but we can come nearer 
to doing it, if we give thanks more often. 

Third Speaker: 

There is certainly a place for public prayer, and 
it would be well for every Christian to be able to 
lead in public prayer. When this is said, we must 
recognize that our most genuine and effective prayer 
is more likely to be done in private. (Read Mat- 
thew 6:5-6.) When we pray in private there is 
no temptation to try to impress others with our 
eloquent words. We are not apt to lay our hearts 
bare before the Lord when we pray in public, but 
when we pray in private, we can. There are spe 
cific, personal things in your own life and in the 
lives of others you can bring before the Lord 
when you pray to Him in the secret place. If 
we want our prayer life to be more of a blessing 
to us and more honoring to God, we must do more 
praying in secret. 
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Fourth Speaker: 


Effective prayer must be backed by genuine faith 
in God. Jesus indicated the weakness of our faith 
when He said, “If ye have faith as a grain of 
mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Re- 
move hence to yonder place; and it shall remove: 
and nothing shall be impossible unto you.” Matt. 

7:20. Again He said, “And all things, whatsoever 
ve shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” 
Matthew 21:22. To ask God for something with- 
out having faith to believe that He will hear and 
answer is to make a mockery of prayer. The faith 
that makes prayer life effective is the faith that 
expects things to take place. 


Fifth Speaker: 


To pray aright we must pray in the spirit of 
submission to the wisdom and the will of God. 
Paul had an affliction, a “thorn in the flesh”, which 
he asked God three times to take away. It was not 
God’s will to grant the specific request, but He 
did even better, He gave Paul the grace to bear it. 
Read II Cor. 12:7-9.) This same submission is 
seen in the prayer life of the Lord Jesus Himself 
when He prayed in the garden, “Not my will but 
thine be done.” God is never unmindful of our 
sincerest desires, but He sometimes answers our 
requests in ways which we do not expect. If we 
have confidence in His wisdom and His love, we 
shall be submissive to His will in our lives and in 
our prayers. 


(Close the meeting with a period of silent prayer 
The leader can say “Amen” to indicate the con- 
clusion of the time of prayer.) 
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 


Where will the emphasis be in your VBS 
program? Handwork? Field trips? Play and 
song activities? 

VBS can play an important role in your 
church's program of evangelism. Why not 
make the most of this opportunity to plant 
God's Word in the hearts and homes of 
your community? 

Make your VBS a real BIBLE school. Use 
materials planned especially to focus atten- 
tion on the Bible itself with handwork that 
complements—and does not compete with 
—instruction in God's Word. 

Send for free catalog or complete Sam- 
ple Kit. 


GREAT COMMISSION 
PUBLICATIONS, DEPT. D 
627 SCHAFF BLDG., PHILA. 2, PA. 
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New Dean of Assembly’s Training School 


Mr. Malcolm C. McIver, Jr., has been named 
Dean of the General Assembly’s Training School, 
Richmond, Virginia. He succeeds Patrick H. Car- 
michael who has served in this capacity for the 
past twelve years. 


Mr. McIver has been serving as the Director 
of the Department of Campus Christian Life for the 
Board of Christian Education since 1954. He re- 
ceived his A.B. degree from Centre College in 
1941, his B.D. degree from Louisville Theological 
Seminary in 1944 and was honored by a D.D. de- 
gree from his Alma Mater, Centre College, in 1956. 


Formerly, Mr. McIver was minister to students 
at the University of Alabama, served as a Chaplain 
in active duty with the U.S.N.R. and in 1952-54 
was a student at the University of Edinburgh, 
Seotland from which institution he will be granted 
the Ph.D. degree in July 1959. His dissertation 
deals with the preaching of Henry Drummond to 
college students. 
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Mr. Melver is married to the former Mildred 
Payne Sneeden. They have two children, Mal- 
colm, III, and Mildred Elizabeth. He assumes His 
duties at the school on September 1, 1959. 





Report of March 1959 


Budget 1959 $1,823,644.00 

teceipts to Date 147,653.29 

Percentage of Annual Budget 8.10% 

Balance needed for Year 1,675,990.71 
G. B. Strickler 
Treasurer 





“| hereby give and bequeath to the Board of 
Directors of The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Company (incorporated under the laws 
of the State of North Carolina) $ 
for the use and benefit of said company.” 
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Belk’'s Department Store 
Clinton, 5. C. 

D. B. Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 
J. A. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, 5S. C. 
J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 

L. W. Gratz, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C 

J. S. Hagins, Mor.-Prop. 
Belk-Hagins Co. 
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C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 


THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


COURTESY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 


L. A. Reeves, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 


E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 
F. B. Hagins, Mgar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 
J]. T. Holmes, Mar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk's Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 
J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 





Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 


Delmar Tolliver, Mar.-Prop. 
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Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 


W. C. Ashley, Mar.-Prop. 
Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 

T. L. Beckham, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Elmo Smith, Mor.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 


J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 


Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 


J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 
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Winners of 1959 Scholarship Contest 


Richmond, Va.—(PN)—Winners of the 1959 
Competitive Scholarship Contest sponsored by the 
Board of Christian Education, Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., have been announced here at the Board’s 
headquarters. 


The Scholarship Contest, which has been held 
annually since 1945, is open to high school seniors 
who are members of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
Twenty awards are offered, from $2,000 (paid in 
equal payments for each of four years), to $100 
for one year. The awards are to be used only in 
the colleges of the Presbyterian Church, U.S 


The 1959 winners are as follows: 


Sarah Stokes Cumming of Nashville, Tenn., won 
a four-year scholarship worth $500 a year. She 
is the daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. D. J. Cum- 
ming. She attended Hillsboro High School, and 
expects to attend Agnes Scott College. 


Nancy Joyce Blood of Jacksonville, Fla., is win- 
ner of the four-year scholarship of $400 a year. 
The daughter of Mrs. Elizabeth K. Blood, she 
attended Landon High School in Jacksonville. She 
has not yet decided which Presbyterian college to 
attend. 


Keith Brenner, Bethesda, Md., is winner of the 
four-year scholarship award which will pay $300 
a year toward his college education. He expects 
to attend Davidson College. The son of Mrs. Anna 
M. Brenner, he studied at Bethesda-Chevy Chase 
High School. 


Cheryl Ann Olufs, of Itasca, Texas, won the 
four-year scholarship of $250 a year. She attended 
Itasca High School, and expects to go to Austin 
College. 


The 16 students who won scholarships for one 
year are listed below with their college preferences: 


Sara Willard (‘Sally’) Glenn, Clinton, S. C., 
$500 award—Montreat College. Frederick Michae 
(“Mike’’) France, New Orleans, La., $400—South- 
western at Memphis. Martha Elizabeth (“Betsy’’) 
Breytspraak, Memphis, Tenn., $300—Southwestern 
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at Memphis. Russell Greenway (“Mack”) McAllis- 
ter, Jr., Richmond, Va., $300 — Hampden-Sydney. 
Sula Anne Evans, Jacksonville, Fla., $300, expects 
to attend Queens College. Becky Cochran Earnest, 
Macon, Ga., $200—Presbyterian College. Evelyn 
Sackett Sydnor, Richmond, Va., $200 award, not 
decided about which college. Elizabeth Ann Crad- 
dock, Altavista, Va., $200—-Mary Baldwin College. 
Judy Elizabeth Ross, Hot Springs, Ark., $100 
award, has not chosen her college. Anne Claiborne 
(“Nancy’’) Rose, Richmond, Va., $100 — Agnes 
Scott College. Kay Curry, Bellaire, Tex., $100 
award—Austin College. William Francis Junkin, 
III, Richmond, Va., $100—King College. William 
Grier Kepler, Staunton, Va., $100—Davidson Col- 
lege. Carolyn Ann Hattox, Baton Rouge, La., 
$100—Agnes Scott College. Kenneth Wayne Se- 
besta, Texas City, Tex., $100—Austin College. 
Bonnie Aleene Kooken, Westenport, Md., $100, ex- 
pects to attend Centre College. 





This year Honorable Mention prizes were given 
to 12 students. No financial award will be given 
to these winners. However a spokesman for the 
Board said that the list of students given honorable 
mention contained names of students who were 
offered scholarships but who declined them, in 
most cases to accept larger awards from another 
source, and names of students who scored just 
below the 20 winners. Should a contestant among 
the 20 decline the award merited by his or her 
entry then all below that winner will be moved 
up one place on the list, and the roll of honorable 
mention winners is drawn upon. 


Those who received honorable mention are listed 
below in alphabetical order: 


Janet Herring Allison, Rose Hill, N. C., plans 
to attend Queens College. Gene Anne Allred, 
Ft. Smith, Ark.—Mary Baldwin College. Janice 
Edla Baker, Shreveport, La.— Southwestern at 
Memphis. Roslyn Donny, Columbia, S. C.—un- 
decided. Margaret Larue Harris, Lewisburg, W. 
Va.—Mary Baldwin College. Katharine Scott Jones, 
Petersburg, Va.—Mary Baldwin. William Franklin 
Pruitt, Jr., Belgian Congo—Austin College. Caryl 
Anne Smith, Jacksonville, Fla.— Mary Baldwin. 
Leta Judith Stuart, Nashville, Tenn.—undecided. 
Robert Clifford Williams, Ft. Worth, Texas — 
Austin. Irene Elizabeth Withers, Davidson, N. C.— 
Agnes Scott. John Russell Woods, Jr., Timmons- 
ville, S. C.—Davidson College. 
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GEORGIA 


Atlanta—(PN)—Dr. Roland M. Frye, associate 
professor of English at Emory University, and 
prominent Presbyterian elder, delivered the Stone 
lectures at Princeton University April 6-10. 


The distinguished lectureship is sponsored by 
the Princeton seminary and open to all faculty 
members and students. Dr. Frye spoke on “Litera- 
ture and the Analysis of Life.” 


Dr. Frye is a Magna Cum Laude of Princeton, 
and was awarded a Guggenheim fellowship in 1956. 
He is a member of the board of trustees of West- 
minster Schools, in Atlanta, and a member of the 
executive board of the division of Christian edu- 
cation of the National Council of Churches. He 
is the 1959 General Assembly’s Standing Com- 
mittee chairman on Television, Radio, and Audio- 
Visuals. 


The professor is a noted authority on Shake- 
speare and early Protestant thought. 





Douglas—A week of Evangelistic Services were 
held in the First Presbyterian Church of Douglas 
the week of March 8-15. Dr. William E. Hill, Jr. 
of Hopewell, Virginia preached in the evening, and 
taught the Book of Colossians in a morning service 
at 7:30 A.M. The morning services were well at- 
tended with an average attendance of 47 for the six 
mornings. A special service for young people was 
held on Saturday night, and at the close of the 
Saturday night service, six young people rededi- 
cated their lives to Christ, and one received Christ 
as Saviour and Lord. A family night service was 
held on Friday evening with Dr. Hill preaching 
on the Christian Home, and at the close of the 
service a large number of church families publicly 
rededicated themselves to Christ. 


The pastor and officers and many others have 
said, “This is the greatest thing that has ever hap- 
pened in our Church.’ There were three additions 
to the Church, but the greatest blessing was the 
signs of revival in the church. Lives were re- 
dedicated to Christ, tears of repentance were openly 
shed, differences were reconciled, families were 
brought closer together. For all these things, we 
praise God from whom all blessings flow. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Davidson—Davidson College with its 900 stu- 
dents is the smallest school yet selected to appear 
on the nationwide CBS TV panel show, the G-E 
College Bowl. 


A team of four students from Davidson will 
appear on Sunday afternoon, April 19, at 5:00 
o’clock, EST. Their opponent is as yet unknown. 


The G-E College Bowl is televised weekly from 
some American college or university campus, and 
the school represented by the winning team is 
awarded by G-E a $1,500 scholarship. The school 
of the losing team is awarded a $500 scholarship. 


The current champion, Barnard College, Colum- 
bia University’s Women’s College, has an enroll- 
ment of 1,300. The enrollment of the schools 
previously represented on the program include 
Georgetown, 5,800; Northwestern, 15,000; Notre 
Dame, 5,800; and Tulane, 4,000. Scheduled to 
compete prior to Davidson’s appearance are the 
University of Minnesota, 23,000; and the University 
of Southern California, 17,000. 


The four Davidson students to appear will be 
Laurens Walker, 22, senior from Spartanburg, 


PAGE 20 


S. C.; Francis L. Nye, 20, junior from Conway, 
S. C.; Charles H. Chastain, 21, senior from Lake- 
land, Fla.; and Robert Edward Livingston, 21, 
junior from Sebring, Fla. 


Dr. Paul A. Marrotte, associate professor of 
history, is chairman of the faculty committee ap- 
pointed by President D. Grier Martin. He will 
accompany the Davidson panel on their trip for 
the April 19 appearance. 


Should Davidson win in competition April 19, 
the program will be televised from Chambers Audi- 
torium on April 26. A special microwave relay will 
carry the show from Davidson to WBTV, Char- 
lotte. and from there to New York. In New York, 
it will be disseminated over the entire CBS Tele- 
vision Network. 


Gastonia—(PN)—The Rev. Donald W. Shriver, 
Jr., pastor of Linwood Presbyterian Church of this 
city, has been awarded a Rockefeller Doctoral 
Fellowship in religion from the American Associ- 
ation of Theological School Funds, Inc., Princeton, 
New Jersey. 


The fellowship is one of 40 going to outstanding 
graduate students in religion in the United States 
and Canada. Awards, ranging from $1,000 to 
$3,000 each, are designed to permit the recipients 
to give full time to their studies in preparation 
for seminary teaching. 


The announcement of the 1959-60 Class of Fel 
lows was made by President Nathan M. Pusey of 
Harvard University, chairman of the fund granting 
the awards. 


Mr. Shriver will leave Gastonia in August. He 
expects to go to Harvard University for two years 
of study, although the award is for one year. 
The minister hopes to study the relationship be 
tween Christian ethics and psychiatry. 


When he terminates his ministry at the Linwood 
Church, the 31-year-old pastor will have completed 
his third year at the local church. 


Mr. Shriver is a native of Norfolk, Va. He 
received his education at Davidson College, Union 
Seminary in Richmond, Va., and the Yale Divinity 
School in New Haven, Conn. 


The minister is married and has two children, 
Gregory, five, and Margaret Ann, two. They live 
at 1214 Cloninger Avenue. 





Maxton — Presbyterian Junior College 
announces the resignation of Mr. Robert T. 
Crawford as Business Manager of the college ef- 
fective March 31st. Mr. Crawford has been invited 
to continue with the college as Field Representa- 
tive, contacting prospective students at college 
days held in the various high schools next fall and 
winter, and plans are that he will continue in 
this work for the college. Upon medical advice 
Mr. Crawford decided it was not wise for him to 
continue carrying the heavy load of responsibilities 
and strenuous activities of the business manager- 
ship, and so offered his resignation. The Board 
of the college reluctantly accepted his resignation 
and expressed regrets at his leaving and appreci- 
ation of Mr. Crawford’s unselfish and outstanding 
service to the Church and to youth during his two 
year tenure of the office of Business Manager. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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TENNESSEE 


Nashville—(PN)—Dr. and Mrs. Mark K. Poole 
of our Congo Mission have arrived in this country 
on an emergency health furlough. They are now 
in Houston, Texas. 


The Pooles are medical missionaries, and have 
been serving in Congo since their appointment from 
the Board of World Missions in 1956. 


Dr. Poole received his A.B. degree from the 
University of Texas, and his M.D. degree at Johns 
Hopkins in Baltimore, Md. He is a member of 
the First Presbyterian Church in Bay City, Texas. 


Mrs. Poole is the former Sara Amelia Day of 
Vienna, Va. She received her R.N. degree at 
Johns Hopkins, and her membership is in the 
Franklin Street Presbyterian Church at Baltimore. 
Dr. and Mrs. Poole have two daughters: Elizabeth 
Day, now Mrs. Daniel Ray Shepherd, and Mary 
Amelia. 


Austin College 


Sherman — (PN) — A new experiment in 
undergraduate education will be conducted at 
Austin College, Sherman, Texas, with the aid of 
a $230,800 grant from the Ford Foundation, it was 
announced March 31. 


The grant to Austin College extends over a 
period of three years. The experiment there was 
begun last year under a grant of $145,000 from 
the Fund for the Advancement of Education, an 
independent organization established by the Ford 
Foundation in 1951. Thirty freshmen students are 
now enrolled in the program. 


In the first two years, all students are required 
to take work in the humanities, mathematics, and 
natural science, and in linguistic understanding and 
skill. 


The last two years emphasize independent study, 
with concentration upon a particular field. Pro- 
fessors from different academic fields teach courses 
cooperatively. 


The Hogg Foundation, Austin, Tex., has also 
contributed to the program. 


> 
° 
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The Board of Directors of the Southern 
Presbyterian Journal has just published 
a booklet consisting of articles, editorials 
and other material published in recent 
months having to do with the present 
lea ms and activities of the National 

of Churches: 


“THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 
OF CHURCHES” 
(as now constituted 
and directed) 
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Commentary on the Acts of the Apostles 
Unabridged Edition 2 Volumes in One 
By J. A. Alexander $12.95 


Commentary on the Gospel of Mark 
By J. A. Alexander : 5.95 


Commentary on the Prophecies of Isaiah 
By J. A. Alexander 8.95 


The Life of Our Lord Upon the Earth 
By Samuel J. Andrews 5.95 


The Westminster Assembly and Its Work 
By Benjamin Breckinridge Warfield 3.00 
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FUNDAMENTALISM AND EVANGELISM. John 
R. W. Stott. Eerdman’s. $1.50. 


This book is composed mainly of material that 
was printed November, 1955 and May, 1956 in 
Crusade, an illustrated monthly Christian magazine 
published by the Evangelical Alliance in Great 
Britain. It was to clarify the issues that came to 
focus just prior to and during the Billy Graham 
Crusade in Scotland and England that the author 
felt led to present this material. Mr. Stott explains 
what true fundamentalism is as well as what it 
is not. As Billy Graham says in his Foreword, 
“He has lifted the truths behind this great word 
back to their rightful place in the church, free 
from the unfortunate trappings that have gath- 
ered around them through the years.” 


This is an excellent volume for anyone inter- 
ested in evangelism and the message that evan- 
gelism must communicate in our day. Especially 
valuable is the author’s comments on extremes 
and extravagances and the points he sets forth 
that should be remembered. 

John R. Richardson 


THE GREAT TEXTS OF THE BIBLE, Volume 
X—Luke. James Hastings. Eerdman’s. $4.00. 





Each chapter in this book presents in an intro- 
duction an outline and a complete exposition of 
each outline head and sub-head interspersed with 
usable illustrations and anecdotes. It gives an 
exhaustive development of a single text and a 
wealth of inspirational source material adaptable 
to the preacher’s needs at all times. The homi- 
letical material is abundan:, satisfying, and stimu- 
lating. It is no wonder that this set edited by 
James Hastings has been called “the aristocrat 
among pulpit preaching aids.” 





GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS SUNDAY SCHOOL 
AND VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL MATERIALS. 
Gespel Light Press. 


We have received from the Gospel Light Publi- 
cations, 725 E. Colorado Street, Glendale 5, Cali- 
fornia, sample materials for Sunday School and 
Vacation Bible School studies. Concerning the 
purpose of the Sunday School material, the editors 
write, “The distinctive purpose of the Sundav 
School is to teach the Bible in such a way thai 
lives may be transformed into the likeness of 
the Lord Jesus Christ.”” The same purpose is con- 
tinued in the Vacation Bible School courses for 
1959. 


In evaluating these materials, we find that they 
are educationally sound, based on the “correctly- 
graded” system which is in accord with the public 
school grading standards. Vocabulary, teaching 
methods, and the pupils’ growing spiritual, mental 
and physical needs are considered. 


The lessons are all Bible-centered giving the 
student a vital grasp of the Scriptures and a 
personal knowledge of Christ as Saviour and Lord. 


The lessons are evangelistic with missionary 
vision and emphasis on harmonious church rela- 
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tionships. The student is encouraged to study and 
memorize Scripture daily through thought-provok- 
ing material. 


The Gospel Light curriculum enables the un- 
trained teacher to make the Word of God meaning- 
ful to his students. We commend especially this 
material because it is rich in Bible content, though 
we do not subscribe to all of the interpretations 
set forth. Bible study lessons, helps, ideas and 
teaching aids are included and all for a reasonable 
price. 

John R. Richardson 





WHICH BOOKS BELONG IN THE BIBLE? 
Floyd V. Filson. Westminster Press. $3.00. 


The material in this volume was first given as 
the L. P. Stone Lectures at Princeton Theological 
Seminary in 1956. The author’s purpose is to 
trace the outward process by which the books in 
our Bible were tested, collected and recognized 
as Scripture. He considers whether the church 
should have a Scripture, what books should be 
included in it and why. These are theological issues 
and the author discusses them in a popular fashion. 


Professor Filson follows the views of higher 
criticism concerning the Old Testament. He adopts 
the late date of Daniel. It is not clear that he 
accepts predictive prophecy, even direct Messianic 
prophecy. 


One of the most valuable aspects of this book 
is found in the evidence the author gives against 
accepting the Apocrypha. The author writes in 
an interesting style and frames his thoughts in 
harmony with neo-orthodox thinking. 


John R. Richardson 


THE GIST OF THE LESSON FOR 1959. R. A. 
Torrey. Fleming H. Revell. $2.00. 





The purpose of this book is to furnish busy men 
and women, teachers and scholars in our Sunday 
Sckhcols with the text of the International Lessons 
together with suggested comments and to help 
others than Sunday School teachers and scholars 
in their devotional study and Bible. The work has 
been prepared with deep respect for the intelli- 
gence of the teacher. This will afford an oppor- 
tunity for the teacher to bring his own reasoning 
and deduction to bear on the lesson of the day 
making of the Gist not only a mine of information 
to the scholar but a source of genuine mental and 
spiritual stimulus to the average teacher. This 
vork by Dr. Torrey has been used for 59 years 
in the church and with great success. 





QUESTIONS CHILDREN ASK. John L. and 
Arleen Gilmer Fairly. John Knox Press. $2.00. 


Dr. and Mrs. Fairly are well-known to Southern 
Presbyterians. Dr. Fairly has served as pastor of 
several of our churches and also as the editor-in- 
chief of all the publications vf the Board of 
Christian Education. They have written this book 
to assist children in meeting problems and in 
answering the questions that meet and trouble 
average parents. We are told that the answers 
are designed for children who are 8 years old 
and under and for teachers of children in the 
nursery, kindergarten and primary departm-nts of 
the Sunday School. The construction is <i1-nle. 
Under each major question there are 4 :ections 
dealing with 4 phases of the main question The 
answers are based on what the Bible says, and 
are phrased in simple terms. 
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A VOICE FROM HEAVEN. Ralph W. Neigh- 
pour. Zondervan. $2.50. 


A Voice From Heaven was written as a result 
of the author’s experiences in Haiti. In fact one 
of the most exciting incidents described is based 
on experience gained in traveling by plane to 
the mission field. This is a fascinating adventure 
story in romantic fiction. 





VISIONS OF THE END. Adam C. Welch. 
James Clarke & Co., 12s 6d. 


This volume originally appeared in 1922. It is 
a study in apocalyptic literature dealing especially 
with the book of Daniel and the book of Revela- 
tion. There has been a demand for a republica- 
tion of this work. The times in which we live call 
for such thought as this book provides. 


This book is an effort to explain why Christ, 
who struck back behind legal Judaism to the 
thought of Hosea and Jeremiah, could also use 
the language of the apocalypse. Dr. Welch believes 
that he could use it because apocalypse was the 
continuation of prophecy. What the apocalyptic 
conception as to the immediate intervention meant 
to the apocalyptic writers was that the eternal 
order was at hand, says Dr. Welch and there was 
a door open in the Heaven always. 


The chief contribution that Dr. Welch makes in 
this volume is his insistence upon the fact that 
apocalyptic literature reminds us that the fashion 
of this world passes away but those who do God’s 
will abide forever. He concludes, “So believing, 
men were set beyond the waste of time, the wreck 
of hope, the disillusion and heartbreak of out- 
ward things. They were enabled to expect a city 
where the soul received its true place and in this 
expectation they termed God’s redeemed men to 
fulfill their work with a quiet and untroubled 
heart because the fashion of this world passeth 


away.” 
—John R. Richardson 


SEVEN SWORDS. Robert G. Lee. JZonder- 
van. $2.00. 





Dr. Lee gives us five Christ-centered sermons 
in this volume. The title of the book is taken 
from the first sermon. He expounds Scriptural 
truth with clarity and incisiveness. 





WHEN GOD INVADED HISTORY. Guid New- 
man. Zondervan. $2.00. 


Dr. Newman is president of Howard Payne Col- 
lege, Brownwood, Texas. The eleven sermons in 
this volume are thoroughly Scriptural and de- 
votionally expository. His thinking is logical. The 
messages are moving and run the gamut of human 
reactions. The illustrations and word pictures are 
graphic. He compels the reader to honestly face 
up to the claims of Christ. 





COMMENTARY ON THE EPISTLE TO THE 
GALATIANS. John Eadie. Zondervan. $6.95. 


Dr. Eadie states that his aim in this commentary 
has been to ascertain the meaning of the epistle 
through a careful analysis of the words. Gram- 
matical and lexical investigations have not been 
spared. This volume is replete with new meaning 
and practical wisdom. The author deals in a schol- 
arly way with such subjects as adoption, faith, 
atonement, Judaism, Justification, and righteous- 
ness. Here is a thoroughly scholarly and soundly 
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practical commentary designed for ministers and 
Bible teachers. 





HARMONY OF THE GOSPELS. Adam Fahling. 
Zondervan. $3.95. 


This harmony of the gospels will be a valuable 
time-saver and a great benefit to theological stu- 
dents, pastors, and Sunday School teachers. The 
distinctive type-face has been employed for the 
individual gospels. The student can readily see 
from which gospel the section or paragraph was 
taken. The text of the gospels has been broken 
up into small sections so as to place the entire 
material of any event before the reader for easy 
comparison. The book is attractively and helpfully 
divided into chapters covering the various phases 
of Christ’s ministry. 





SIMPLE SERMONS FROM THE GOSPEL OF 
JOHN. Volumes 1 and 2. W. Herschel Ford. Zon- 
dervan. Per Volume $2.50. 


The sermons in these two volumes are simple 
and Scriptural. They bear the marks of intelli- 
gence, compassion and a spiritual passion for the 
unsaved. These messages are filled with strong 
affirmations as to the deity of Christ, the glorifi- 
cation of God in Christ’s cross, the wreckage 
wrought by sin, the redemption bought for sinners 
by the atoning death on Calvary’s cross. These 
sermons reach the heart as they magnify Christ. 





GUIDEBOOK FOR NEW CHRISTIANS. George 
Sweeting. Zondervan. $1.00. 


Decision for Christ is the greatest event in the 
life of anyone. In this book the author has pre- 
sented the joys and obligations of this new life. 
To start right, he says, is vital. He discusses such 
subjects as How to Grow in Grace, How to Read 
the Bible, and the New Convert and the Church. 





FIVE GREAT QUESTIONS OF THE BIBLE. 
W. A. Criswell. Zondervan. $1.25. 


Dr. Criswell is pastor of the largest Baptist 
church in the South. He is a Biblical preacher and 
these messages were preached in the annual pre- 
Easter services sponsored by the First Baptist 
Church. They are simple, plain and evangelistic. 
Each message will impress the reader with impact 
and unforgettable emphasis. 





EDUCATION THAT IS CHRISTIAN. Lois E. 
LeBar. Fleming H. Revell. $3.75. 


Lois E. LaBar has been teaching Christian Edu- 
cation at Wheaton since 1949 and is now director 
of the graduate program of Christian Education at 
Wheaton. She has written this book for all Chris- 
tian workers who wish to work seriously and in- 
telligently with Christ the Divine Teacher. She 
believes that Divine methods are essentially simple 
rather than complicated but they require insight 
into the nature of God, the nature of man, the 
purpose of the Scriptures and the means of get- 
ting pupils into the written word and through the 
300k to the Living Word. 


“What is the nature of education that is truly 
Christian?”’ This is the question that the author 
is prepared to answer in this volume. She shows 
how that the Christian life, fulness of life, the 
abundant life embraces the whole man and its 
implications for the whole of life here and now as 
well as for eternity. Christian education operates 
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at these levels of life. She warns against sub- 
Christian concepts of education. 


One of the virtues of this volume is the recog- 
nition that the author gives to the Holy Spirit 
in education that is Christian. Christian teachers 
must recognize that unless the Spirit does His 
gracious work in the life of the pupil, our human 
efforts are perfectly futile. The Christian teacher 
must know how to work with the Spirit. The dan- 
ger, however, she points out is to go to one of 
two extremes,—either leave all or nothing to Him. 


Clearly the author demonstrates the superiority 
of Christian teaching over secular teaching. The 
Christian church, to a large extent, has not taken 
this phase of Christianity seriously. Many times 
the command of Christ to teach has either been 
ignored or done poorly. This book is designed 
to show the Christian church that teaching is one 
of the primary requirements of Christ and it should 
be done well. 

—John R. Richardson 





HERE IS THE ANSWER. Godfrey C. Robinson. 
and Stephen F. Winward. Zondervan. $1.75. 


This volume is concerned with those beliefs and 
convictions upon which Christian conduct rests. 
It is not a systematic exposition of the Christian 
faith. The authors’ aim is rather to adopt the 
popular method of the Brains Trust or the Ques- 
tion Hour. They deal with a number of stock dif- 
ficulties and objections to Christianity which crop 
up again and again. In other words this volume 
deals with the problems and preplexities of our 
own day. Each chapter presents a fuller under- 
standing of the Christian faith. 





THE PRAYERS OF THE BIBLE. Philip Wat- 
ters. Baker Book House. $3.95. 


This volume presents all the prayers of the 
Bible. It gives as well all passages of Scripture 
relating to prayer: the duty, ground, times, places, 
encouragements, advantages, and the evil of the 
neglect of prayer. The book is thoroughly indexed 
for ready reference. This is a valuable book for the 
minister, student and teacher. 





STRENGTH FOR EACH DAY. Harry Mc- 
Cormick Lintz. Zondervan. $2.95. 


From the writings of men and women of God, 
those who have walked close with their Heavenly 
Father, Dr. Lintz has selected some of the most 
striking and thought-provoking comments on verses 
from the Bible. Day by day, each day of the year, 
treasures of the Christian life are unfolded on 
these pages through the Scripture, poems, illustra- 
tions, and quotations from God’s choicest servants. 
Some of the devotionals are written for comfort 
and cheer, but have been written to help Christians 
grow to maturity. 





PERSUADED TO LIVE. Robert O. Fern. Flem- 
ing H. Revell. $2.50. 


This volume presents conversion stories from 
the Billy Graham crusades. The author decided 
to find out what conversion had meant to the 
converts that came forward during the Billy 
Graham meeting. He met them and gave them 
an opportunity to tell what happened to them. In 
this volume he has set down the stories of some 
of these converts and how their lives have been 
changed. Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein has written the 
introduction to this volume and he calls it another 
and present day “Twice-Born Men.” 
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RISEN INDEED. G. D. Yarnold. Oxford Uni- 
versity Press. $2.25. 


From the Easter story the author has drawn 
out something of the meaning of those events which 
the earliest disciples experienced on the first Easter 
day and in the weeks that followed. The author’s 
aim is to be theological rather than critical, de- 
votional rather than apologetic. The author recog- 
nizes that we cannot understand the resurrection 
of our Lord unless we recognize that it is an 
event which transcends all normal experience. 


In the study of the resurrection, the author re- 
minds us that there is a true unity among the 
resurrection narratives for the simple reason that 
each derives from the same central figure and 
this is a theological unity. 


The importance of the resurrection, says the 
author, is seen in the fact that it is the basis of 
Christian belief and experience. He avers, “Apart 
from the mighty act of God in raising Him from 
the dead, the memory of Jesus would have been 
cherished for a lifetime and then most probably 
would have disappeared from human recollection. 
But by the resurrection of Jesus of Nazareth, he 
was declared to be the Son of God with power 
according to the Spirit of holiness.” 


This book will be helpful to all who preach 
and teach and desire an attractive and convincing 
presentation of the Christian faith about the Resur- 
rection. 

John R. Richardson 





IDEALS IN MEDICINE. Vincent Edmunds and 
= —— Scorer. Christian Medical Society. 
$3.00. 


The authors believe that strangely enough com- 
paratively little has been written about Medical 
Ethics and associated methods. Due to the fact 
that the subject is growing in complexity, they 
have sensed a need for a volume that is up-to-date 
and will be of special value to young doctors. 
They observe, “The young doctor is largely left 
to collect the scraps of information and advice 
from older practitioners and to bring to his work 
his own ideas which may or may not be trust- 
worthy. He may enter practice unaware of some 
of the chinks in his armour.” The conscientious 
young doctor must ask what moral, spiritual and 
ethical principles should guide his practice. This 
book is directed primarily to meet such a need. 
Its chief aim is to present a distinctively Christian 
approach to medical practice. The editors and 
their 11 other contributors illustrate the problems, 
difficulties and compensations of the Christian 
physician in implementing the Christian ideals set 
forth in the Scriptures. If anyone is interested in 
the ethical principles that should control the Chris- 
tian physician’s practice, this is a good book to 
purchase. 





THE CHURCH’S HANDBOOK FOR SPIRITUAL 
— Walter W. Dwyer. Samuel Weiser, 
foc. 


The main objective of this little book is to fill 
the need for an authoritative answer to knotty 
problems and to provide a non-organizational un- 
dergirding of the healing ministry by the accumula- 
tive experience of practical leaders as individuals. 
The author aims to answer some of the leading 
problems confronting many of the churches of the 
larger denominations without a public hearing serv- 
ice. In this day when there is renewed interest on 
the subject of healing, readers will find here ma- 
terial that might be helpful. 
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